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STATEMENT 
HON. 


COM again the past year has been one of great trial 


alike for our friends in China and for those at home. 
So too for our own small Diocesan Association it has been 
a time of testing. ase | 


Now that we are responsible for the needs of the two ‘ 


Dioceses instead of one, our opportunities for service 
should surely be greater than ever, but alas ! our resources 
are so much less. Our total receipts for the year, at £660, 
are £83 down on last year; and although our expenditure 
has been cut down by no less than £90, our balance in hand 
at the close of the year is reduced by £82. So that we 
have been living on the savings of former years. 


We have lost some of our old friends by death, but 
how many more have fallen out through their love for our 
Lord and His Church in China having grown cold? 


The needs which our two Bishops long to meet are 
legion, but we can only send them money as it is entrusted 
to us by God’s people. : 


‘Surely the vastness of the needs in China and the 
smallness of our own resources throw out a challenge to 
each of us to faith, to prayer, to self-sacrifice. 


J. H. WENHAM. 
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LETTER FROM BISHOP 


HOUGHTON. 
- Chiihsien, 


Szechwan, 


China. 
April 30th, 1939. 


DEAR FRIENDS OF WESTERN CHINA, 


‘‘T can understand now,’’ said Bishop Ku to me- 
the other day, ‘* the mental strain which mis- 
slonaries went through during the Great War. 
Although they were fir away, “yet their thoughts 
were constantly in Europe, and from day to day 
they knew not what news might reach them. We 
are like that now. If we say we will not look at 
the newspapers, then someone comes and tells us 
the news. The war is the dark background of all 
our thinking.”’ 
‘‘'There is a danger,’ sald Pastor Ts’al at 
Standing Committee, toe our planning the work 
as if this were an ordinary time, when there are 
really extraordinary opportunities which we ought 
to be seizing.’? One difficulty is that our staff of 
workers is insufficient, so that we are unable to | 
meet the ordinary needs of the work, and there is . 
no reserve force of mobile men and women who 
can be moved to such places as Chungking, Wan- - 
hsien or Kwangyuan, where refugees and gvovern-— 
ment officials:are congregated. 
We are’ very grateful to some of vou who have 
expressed concern as to our safety. It is true that 
no city in Szechwan, however insignificant from a 
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military point of view, can be regarded as out of 
the danger zone. No military reason can be assigned 
for the ruthless bombing of Liangshan on March 
29th, and if Liangshan, why not other cities in this 
district? But I must add that, as you pray for us, 
we pray also for you,. who (unless God intervenes 
as He is well able’to do) may at any time be sub- 
jected to far worse perils than are likely to reach 
the majority of our stations. 

As far as world politics are concerned, we can 
only dimly apprehend what is happening in the 
spiritual realm, though we are assured that ‘‘ the 
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand ’’ and His 
ultimate triumph over everything that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of Him is not in doubt. But 
I want to recount those ‘“‘‘parts of His ways ”’ 
which we have been seeing during recent weeks 
in this diocese. 

On my return to Chiihsien after the visit to 
Hongkong and Shanghai and a meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Synod at Shunking, | 
I spent only ten days at home before setting out 
for Wanhsien. In view of the air raid on February 
4th, I felt it was my first duty to visit the Christians 
there, and assure them of our sympathy and support. 
For the first time I travelled from Liangshan to | 
Wanhsien (normally a two days’ journey) in four eee 
hours by bus. It was raining, there was no wiper | 
for the windscreen, and the heavy mist completely 
obscured the road just as we neared the top of the 4 
mountain range. For twenty minutes, as we | 
negotiated one hairpin bend after another, the 
driver volubly expressed his fears of disaster, but | 
we were brought through safely. Personally] am 1 
| 


glad that most of my travelling is still done by 
sedan chair or on foot. I have covered over five 
hundred miles in that way, during the last two 
months, at an average rate of less than four miles 
an hour. | 

Returning from Wanhsien, I had another nine 
or ten days at home preparing for our missionary | 
conference; from which you will gather that very | | 
much of the preparation for such a large gathering . 
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—thirty-nine missionaries in all—was undertaken 
by my wife and Mr. Pateman. From March 23rd 
to 30th we were a very happy family, and the 
refreshment afforded by this opportunity for inter- 
change of thought between workers normally 
scattered over so wide an area provided justification 
in itself for the labour and expense involved. But 
God did far more for us than that. As we prayer- 
fully considered ‘‘ God’s Plan for Me ”’ and ‘‘ God’s 
Plan for My Work ’’—the two main subjects on 
our programme—He revealed Himself to us again, 
and we were glad when we saw the Lord. __ 
The evenings were given to the somewhat 
neglected but very valuable practice of telling one 
another what the Lord has done for our souls, and 
also what we believe He is preparing to do in this 
diocese as a whole. The barriers of reserve were 
broken down as we recognised the presence of the 
Master of assemblies in our midst, and I began to 
feel more and more that we cannot honestly pray, 
‘* Lord, revive Thy work,’’ without acknowledging 
that He has at least begun to do so. One big step 
in that direction will be taken when there is as 
evident a welding together of Chinese and foreign 
workers as there was of the foreign workers alone at 
this conference. _ | 
We have seen the vision. It is yet for an 
appointed time; but in the end it will surely come. 


_ As Pastor Ts’ai Fuh-ts’u said to me yesterday, ‘‘We 


must not be depressed if there is an interval between 
seedtime and harvest. (God has His appointed times 
and [I think the work in Eastern Szechwan may 
have to go through other stages vet before revival 
comes in its fulness.”’ 

_At the conference we were reminded again of the 
great areas in this diocese which are still without 
the Gospel, and of the hundreds of thousands in 
so-called. ‘‘ occupied ’’ regions who have never 


heard. When, on Easter Monday, my wife and I 
set out for Pachow, travelling via Yingshan and 
Ilung because the direct route was infested by 


brigands, it was not long before we had over- 
whelming proof of the need. I stood outside our 
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‘inn in the dusk one evening distributing tracts and 


talking to a little group of people which gradually 
grew until my servant and I found ourselves preach- 


ing to a crowd of interested and utterly ignorant — 
listeners. As twilight deepened into darkness they — 


were content to stand as long as we were prepare: 
to preach, and then intelligent questions were fired 
“at us by people whose faces we could not see. 


_ By contrast, we passed through another market | 


where there is an old Christian man. He told us 
that at one time over three hundred people attended 
services there, but it was in the days when the 
| foreigner was regarded as a person who might afford 
protection, and they all fell away when they dis- 


covered that the Lesellis of the Gospel are uot. 


primarily material. 


At Pachow I had the snnsnal privilege of bap- 


tising the postmaster and. the bank manager. Both 


seemed very sincere. They had had previous contacts: 


‘with Christians in other cities, but it is largely 
owing the work of Mr. Lloyd and the witness of 
the Christian governor of the prison ‘that they have 
- taken their present stand. 


We travelled on to Paoning via a chain of out-— 


stations, and we are just coming to the end of a 
very crowded ten days here. 


On Sunday, April 23rd, Mr. An Tsung-ch’i len, an 


old student of mine, was ordained deacon in ‘the : 


cathedral. For some years he has been in charge 
of the work at Futsunyi, with its branches spreading 
out into the counties of Kienkoh, Nanpu and Yen- 
ting. He hesitated to apply | for ordination, 
primarily because he had no clear guidance that 
God had set His seal on his ministry; but now 
thére has been such manifest fruit that his doubts 


are removed. He and his wife, who has not had 


the same educational advantages as her husband, 
nor the same enrichment of spiritual experience, 
both need our prayers. I pray that in this diocese 


may ordain only those whom has already. 


set apart. I liked to hear Mr. An tell how one of 
the chief influences in his spiritual growth was the 
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witness of an illiterate old Christian at Ts’ien 
Fuh-Ch’ang who, while Mr. An was teaching in the 
school there, used to come to talk and pray with 
him eyery night. It is an unusual picture in China 
—a scholar with sufficient grace to accept spiritual 
teaching from an uneducated countryman, and the 
countryman so truly alive unto God as to bear 
witness to the scholar. | 

In connection with the ordination, we had several 
days of special meetings for this deanery, which 
includes eight pastorates. Bishop Ku, Pastor Ts’ai 


and I each gave a series of talks. Mr. Ts’ai told 


of God’s hand upon him during his early days and 
then during the past four and a half years in Chung- 
king. His mind has been broadened and enriched 
by these experiences, but it is a great joy to find 
him unspoiled. This year he has returned to the 
work for which he had a special call before the 
Red invasions, viz., to travel throughout the diocese 
and conduct meetings wherever he is invited. He 
told us that when he first took the road he asked 
himself how he could most succinctly express the 
message God had given him. It is a very simple 
one: ‘‘ Only Jesus can save men, and save the world. 
May He revive His Church and save China!’’ That 
is still the burden of his message, and it is typical 
of him in its directness and simplicity. 

There followed a day of business meetings, and 
then two days when the Standing Committee met 
and discussed a great variety of problems. About 


_ three of our suggestions I should especially value 


prayer :— 
1. My wife is arranging a few days’ special 
gatherings at the beginning of June for the 
_ wives of Chinese workers in this area. Some 
of them do splendid work, but they are rarely 

able to attend meetings. 
2. ‘During the first part of July, we hope to hold 
a Chinese Leaders’ conference as we did last 

3. From September to Christmas, it is proposed 
to open a Bible School here in Paoning, 
partly as a test course for young men and 
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women who profess a call to preach the 
Gospel, and partly to help voluntary workers, 
whose equipment for conducting regular Sun- 
day services is often very meagre. 
I am now leaving for Kiangyu and Pingwu, and 
hope to be back in Chiihsien in six weeks’ time after 
visiting Kwangyuan, Ilung, Nanpu, Chowkow and 
Yingshan. 
Yours very gratefully, 
FRANK HOUGHTON, 
Bishop. 


EDITOR’S NOTE. 


_ Unfortunately, the expected Letter from Bishop 
Song has not arrived in time to be included in this 
issue of the ‘‘ Bulletin ’’; but we are sure friends 
will be glad to se the new photograph of the Bishop 
and Mrs. Song which appears as a frontispiece. 
In a private letter received recently, Bishop Song 
writes: ‘‘ You will be interested, I am sure, to know 
... that the Church of Christ is going forward in 
this land. I know you are thinking of us and pray- 
ing for us from time to time. We need your prayers, 
both for the Diocese and, especially, for China at 
this time when she is struggling for life.’’ 

The Bishop would be very glad to hear from any 
friends who care to write to him, as he is most 
anxious to forge personal links with those who pray 
for and support the work through the D.A.W.C. 


NEWS FROM THE STATIONS. 
Day Langchung (Paoning). 

During Chinese’ New Year, a special evangelistic 
effort brought the Gospel to crowds: of holiday- 
makers. Six or seven groups of workers went out 
every morning for a week, scattering to points of 
-vantage both inside and outside the city. This 


cumulative witness resulted in unwieldy crowds 
coming to the united evening meeting; some even- 
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ings many could not gain admission, and we were 
sorry to see them go away. Book sales were 
astonishingly good, and many outsiders later 
attended the regular services. The Boys’ School 

re-opened with fully 100 scholars more than last 
term, almost all from non-Christian homes. This 
seems to be a direct result of the week of evangelism 
when, in the evening meetings, our own boys and | 
girls contributed to every programme with hearty 
singing. Pastor Tss’ai Fuh-ts’u has brought his 
family to Langchung, and is making this his centre. 
He has resumed his itinerant mission work once 

Miss Carpenter has now eho over responsibility 
for the Orphanage work. There are still more than 
fifty children to be cared for, as well as maintaining 
contact with the girls who have been married. Mr. 
and Mrs. Pu will continue their faithful work as 
Miss Carpenter’s colleagues. 


Day 2. Ts’ien-Fuh-Ch’ang. 

Pastor Yang seems to be failing in health, and 
prayer for him and for the future of the work in 
Ts’ien-Fuh-Ch’ang parish would be valued. Miss 
Sanderson and Miss Wang 'T's’ong-chen have 
recently visited T's’ien-Fuh-Ch’ang, T’ang-Ch’ing- 
Pa and Tanishan for short-term Bible Schools for 
Christian women, and it was cheering to notice the 
-keenness with which these women attended the 
meetings. Some walked four or five miles each way 
daily. The Scriptures were learned, repeated, sung 
and studied during the three or four days in each 
place, and the Lord gave blessing. The attendances 
ranged from fifteen to forty a day. We believe that 
it was a spiritual pit to all those who oathered 


- over the Word of God. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. 

Pastor Yang visited Chaohwa early in January, 
holding a three days’ Bible School, at the close of 
which one man was baptised and four people were 
received as catechumen. Visits have been paid by 

the Biblewomen and missionaries also to Chaohwa, 


t 


and to some markets on the East Road. Mr. 
Crockett, Director of Religious Education in East 
Szechwan Diocese, visited Kwangyuan for one week 
of lantern services to which numbers of young 
people came every evening. Mrs. Crockett also 
came and conducted a medical ministry amongst us. 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). | 
Ten baptisms took’ place at Tuan-ch’iao-ho, an 
outstation, early in March. Miss P’u Ming-chieh, 
daughter of the prison governor here, has been wel- 
comed and will assist in the work and help Mrs. 
_ Lloyd in language study, etc. A fairly wealthy 


_. man, formerly in the employ of a missionary here, 


has recently come round to confess to having mis- 
appropriated over one hundred dollars of funds. 
entrusted to him many years ago. He has already 
made restoration of the greater part of the money, 
and has gone to Chengtu on purpose to break off 
his opium habit. He promises to send the remainder 
of the money as a gift to the church, and to make 
public confession and seek forgiveness. As far as 
is known, this is the work of the Holy Spirit quite 
apart from any human agency, and is a cause for 
praise. | 


We are thankful for desires to meet for Bible 
study, and also for keenness in witnessing; but we 
lack the same desire for united prayer. Please pray 
that there may soon exist a weekly gathering 
especially for prayer. | 

Futsunyi. In January an evangelistic tour was. 
made from Yuen-Shan-Ch’ang to Chienkoh and sur- 
rounding markets. One whole day was spent in the 
busy market of Kai-Feng-Miao where. the’ response 
was very encouraging: then on to U-Lien and Chien- 
koh city (180 li north of Yuen Shan Ch’ang). We 
spent two and a half days in the city, and had many 
interesting experiences, including a good time with 
the Middle School boys and contacts with the 
leading shopkeepers. Everywhere there was a 
readiness to listen to the Message, and some eight 
or nine hundred Gospels were sold on the trip. 
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Another band has visited Yenting, and again had 
a warm welcome from the people there. There was 
an elderly Christian lady from another city who had 
recently come to live in Yenting and who has been 
seeking Christian fellowship for a year; she was 

truly delighted to meet with some of the Lord’s — 
children. We have not yet been able to obtain a 


preaching hall in the city. 
Day 7. Yingshan. 


__ A very encouraging Women’s Bible School was 
held in March for eight days when the daily atten- 
dance, both morning and afternoon, numbered 
fifty ; apart from the daily Bible Readings, classes 
were held for reading and memory work. A little 
group of women who can now read sat together and 
studied the First Epistle of St. John. The morning 
Bible Readings were on the Book of Ruth, and the 
afternoon on the Commandments. Following this 

school there was a united school for men and women 
- conducted by Pastor Ts’ai, who later conducted an 
evangelistic effort. At the Women’s Bible School 
three women decided for the Lord, and broke away 
from all their idolatry. 


Chowkow. The first week in Chtisie New Year, 
Miss Warren and Miss Parsons held a six days’ 
Bible School for the women, and it was very encour- 
aging to have an average number of twenty-two 
each day. With this was also held an evangelistic — 
campaign, and in the afternoons outside women 
were invited in; the little church overflowed several 


times. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 

During March, Bible Schools for men and women 
from the ‘country outstations were held, the men 
meeting in the church, and the women at the 
Girls’ School. The former met for five days only, 
and the women for a fortnight. There were several 
classes daily, while, as regards the men, evenings 
were devoted to general discussions on various 
problems affecting the relations of Christians to 
heathen neighbours, social customs, etc. ;.these dis- 
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cussions were very helpful. The interest shown at 
all. the classes was most encouraging, and later 
the Rev. John Wang visited the country and bap- 
tised eleven people, twelve others being received 
as candidates for baptism. The Dispensary con- 
tinues its useful work. Workers there were able 
to hold a Bible School for some twenty women for 
a few days when much interest was shown. Miss 
Schréder has continued her evangelistic work in the 
- country. The weekly preaching to men and women 
prisoners in the. city gaol has been maintained, and — 

the governor of the gaol now attends Sunday 
service. 


_ Shortly after arriving in Kwangan from England 
Mrs. Armstrong and Miss Henshall had to go to 
Chungking for medical treatment. Dr. Armstrong 
accompanied them. It was just two months before 
they returned to Kwangan. This unfortunate ex- 
perience was a setback to language study, but Dr. 
Armstrong was able to engage a teacher there and 
_ so the time was not wholly lost. Mr. Mulrenan has 
spent part of his time at Yochih with Mr. Davis, 
part with Mr. Cordle at Kuanyinkoh and part in the 
city. These recruits are now studying hard and 
making real progress with this difficult language. 


Congregations in the city are on the whole good, 
especially on the women’s side, and it is encourag- 
ing to see that there are a few who are keen to 
bring others in; but we do not seem to get far with 
the men’s work. We are grateful to the Lord for 
an open door for the preaching of the.Gospel in the 
County Prison. At least we can say that there is a 
good hearing given to our message, and we pray — 
that it may prove to be the means of release to 
some of the captives of the devil. It is an unforget- 
table experience to preach to such a congregation. 
Some of the faces are so evil and some so silly that 
it would seem impossible for the Word to find an 
entrance; but God is Almighty and the entrance of 
the Word into any heart is always a miracle. 

On Whit Sunday there were two baptisms in 
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Kwangan, one man and one woman, = also a few 
at Tai-shih-ch’ang. 

Archdeacon and Mrs. Denham are winecking to 
leave for furlough early in September, D.V. 


Day 10. Yochih. 


Mr. Davis has been living and working here, but 
has been finding the work very hard and unrespon- 
sive. Sunday congregations are poor and dis- 
appointing, but Sunday School work has been 
started (as also at Kwangan) and we pray that 
these children may be won for the Lord. Pray for 
Yochih. God tells us:for our encouragement that 
‘* He will not put out the pearing lamp (or dimly 
burning wick).”’ 


Day 11. Kuanyinkoh and Linshui. 


Mr. Cordle has been bravely holding the fort at 
Kuanyinkoh, only occasionally having intercourse 
with missionary friends. Every other week he has 
been going out to the neighbouring town of 
Pai-shih-ch’ang and conducting service there. 


12. Ghiihsien. 


During April, Bible Schools were held for men | 
and women, about thirty attending each. There 
was some encouragement as a result of the work 
done at that time. Prayer is asked for these country 
Christians, and also for those who are responsible 
for leading services. 


A week’s Bible School was ; held shortly after the 
Chinese New Year, and was generally voted to have 
been very suecessful. There was an average 
attendance of about fifty, of whom twenty came 
from the country, and the atmosphere was distinctly 
better than on previous occasions. We pray that 


_ the results may prove deep and lasting. 


Day 14. Tahsien. 

Over the Chinese New Year all were busy with 
evangelistic work. There was a good number of 
lady workers, but on the men’s side we had few 
helpers. At the two premises, the church and ladies’ 
house, there were good numbers of visitors, and 
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there and in the open air people listened with 
unusual interest. But the old prejudices remain in 
minds of many and it is only your prayers linked 
with ours that will through God’s Spirit do away — 
with these. 
The regular workers, that is, the missionaries, for 
we have no whole-time Chinese workers at present 
in the pastorate, during this early part of the year 
have confined their activities mainly to the city. | 
In the country the voluntary. workers have been 
busy and Opium-breaking Campaigns have been 
held at a few places ,one new centre in the north 
of the Siianhan area, Aikow, being the one most 
worthy of mention. Several new folk have believed. 
as a result of this work. Some of them have been 
in to the meetings in the city mentioned below. 
i Over Easter we had a week of special meetings, 
i beginning on Good Friday and continuing till the 
following Thursday, led by Mr. Marcus Cheng, the 
well-known Christian leader. Visitors from the 
country staying on the premises numbered over 
seventy, while numbers from the city attended also. 
Each day Mr. Cheng spoke twice, morning and 
afternoon, besides which he arranged for the early 
afternoon and the evening group discussions of his 
subjects in which testimonies were encouraged. 
Each group numbered about ten, under the chair- 
manship of one of the voluntary leaders of the 
various churches. Before breakfast each day a 
prayer-meeting was held in which it was evident by 
the reality of the prayers, that God was really - 
working ; one day without any preliminaries, except 
two minutes’ silence, prayer began and went on 
unbroken till the end of the hour: There were 
definite cases of conversion among the people: in 
the case of several who had already believed, 
assurance of salvation came: with others: who had 
_ sinned very seriously after coming to know the 
Truth, these sins were set right and confessed; 
What joy there was evident in the lives of some! 
After the meetings for Christians were over, we had 
three faye especially for outsiders, these being — 
brought by their Christian friends. 
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For the future, visits are planned to all the 
country churches ‘while in the city there will be 
follow-up *tork. One new venture which we are 
starting as a result of these meetings is an after- 
noon meeting on Sundays at the Ladies’ House 
premises in the city, for educated men and women 
and senior boys and girls from the local schools. 
This is a class.little reached in recent years. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 
_ Please remember in prayer the Pastor, the Rev. 
David Hsii. There is much to be done in the city 


and outstations, but little help in the men’s work, 


although there are one or two willing to lead the 
service in the city when the Pastor goes into the 
country. Brigandage abounds, and it is not possible 
to go to one or two places for this reason. Mrs. 
Robinson and Miss Barber have visited P’in-Chin- 
P’u with three voluntary women workers; part 
expenses of the latter were paid by the Women’s 
Missionary Service League of which they were mem- 
‘bers. The school was opened this term with over 
one hundred children. The Sunday School and 
Young People’s meeting seem healthy, and the 
work is carried on in the city orphanage. This city 
was subjected to a terrible air raid on March 29th. 
One bomb landed next door to the church, but that 
building is still standing, though there was damage 
to the roof; other Mission property was also 
‘damaged. No church member was killed and none 
seriously injured, though some had marvellous | 
escapes, and many sustained heavy losses. 


Tienkiang. It is nearly two years since foreign 
missionaries have resided in this city, and during 
this time Mr. Wang, the evangelist, has faithfully 
carried on, often with considerable difficulty. Now, 
in answer to persistent: invitations of the Church, 
foreign missionaries have once more been designated 
to assist in the work, and Mr. and Mrs. Williamson 
moved here from Tahsien early in January. Chinese 
New Year preaching proved especially fruitful, and 
all have felt very conscious, that the Holy Spirit 


has. started a revival in our midst. For over 
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week the church building was used for evangelistic: 
preaching, and so large wete the crowds. that not 
only was the church full to overcrowding daily, but 
all guest halls and every available space was full, : 
and people were obliged to go away, unable to 
obtain entrance. Preaching commenced daily at 
9:30 a.m. and was carried on continuously, with 
but a short break for lunch, until dark, when the 
people had to be asked to go and return the next. 
day. The preaching was well supported by up-to- 
date personal testimony by the Christians, and we 
believe that this has played-a very real part in the 
fruitfulness of the gatherings. It has been the work 
of the Holy Spirit, and so souls were saved and. 
are still being saved. Many striking instances of 
deep conviction followed by conversion have been 
witnessed, while many others are eager to know 
more about salvation through Christ. Please join © 
with us in prayer for these souls, and also in. 
trusting the Lord for a continuance of His work in 
the midst. A site for a preaching hall has been 
found in the centre of the city, and it is hoped to 
open this in the summer. The small church has 
proved quite inadequate for seating the regular Sun- 
day congregations, and has been enlarged; but we 
are looking to God to provide a new church building 
in the future, in the centre part of the city. Before — 
Chinese New Year all were conscious of a burden for- 
revival, and this was followed by believing prayer- 
and a spirit of expectancy. As an outcome of this,. 
we all felt led to ask quite definitely for one hundred | 
lasting conversions during this year. 


Day 17. Kathsien. | | 

During March, a Bible School for women was 
held, and following this there was a Leaders’ Con-- 
ference, both being conducted by the Rev. Marcus. 
Cheng. ‘During April, May and part of June, it was 
hoped to carry out an evangelistic tour of the 
country outstations, a band of workers staying out 
several weeks ata time. The end of July is booked 
for the men’s annual Bible School, and it may be. 
possible to organise some sort of holiday ‘‘ camp ”’ 
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for schoolboys, and perhaps girls too, during the 
summer months. May we count on your prayers? 


The interesting work in Wanhsien amongst 
refugees and wounded soldiers has received some- 
thing of a setback, due to the fact that the city 
has been twice bombed, and numbers of people have 
left, including the wounded soldiers, for quieter 
parts. The second air raid was very severe, and 
more than six hundred people were killed. On 
Easter Sunday, seven local people were received 
as catechumen, and two ladies were baptised. Mr. 
Benson is shortly leaving for furlough. Please pray 
for work amongst refugees for there are still many 


left. 


Day 19. Fengkieh. | 

The recently started prison work has_ been 
encountering opposition from the authorities who 
themselves suggested our engaging in it. Idolatry 
has been removed from three homes during recent 
months, and in two cases those concerned were 
actually church members. A _ tea-shop has been 
partially rented for regular evangelistic work. Some 
refugee Christian friends have been seeking to 
develop the Women’s and Young People’s work. 


Day 22. Ghongpa. 
(Translation of Rev. Chu Yuin-hsi’s report for 
first quarter, 1939). 

1. Progress in the Church. Believers have been 
blessed recently through daily attendance at a 
‘Morning Watch” Praver-Meeting at 5 a.m. 
This has resulted in new spiritual life and power . 
and a gladness to witness and win others to the 
Lord. The Lord is thus able to add constantly to 
the numbers of those who are being saved. Every 
Tuesday a class of more than thirty enquirers meets 
at the pastor’s house and shows great interest. 


_ 2. Difficulties in the Church. The chief difficulty 
arises from the fact that the ‘‘ Harvest is plenteous: 
but the labourers are few ’’—just one Chinese pastor — 
and no assistance. Rising at 4.30 a.m., he is busy 


18. Wanhsien. 
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from morning till night, (a) training voluntary lay 


- workers, (b) classes for enquirers and catechumen, 


(c) open-air preaching, (d) indoor ‘preaching, (e) 
‘Christian Home Movement, (f) assisting in humani- 
itarian work amongst non-Christians. The pastor 
praises God for the experience of God’s enabling 
grace. 


3. Preaching Hall Work. Though there is no 


‘organ and no choir, yet there is interest shown at 


the evangelistic services. Large numbers attend, 
attracted by the new-old Chinese method of making 
music. On every occasion there are at least one 
or two names of new enquirers handed in... . 
‘These people have possibilities and prayer is asked 
that they may ‘‘ go on to know the Lord.”’ 


4. Prayer and Miracles. The mother of a man 
called Teng Tsi-ming, herself an unbeliever, was 
sick unto death. Mr. Teng, being strong in faith, 
called for the pastor, his wife and the church mem- 
bers to hold a prayer meeting in his house. He 
called upen a good number of those present to give 
their testimonies to what the Lord had done for 
them. Mr. Teng’s mother then received mercy from 
the Lord, and the Lord healed her sickness; later 
she was baptised. In January of 1939, this old 
mother told the pastor that she had a growth which 
was pronounced incurable both by Western and 
Chinese style doctors. She asked the pastor to 
pray over her with the laying on of hands, saying, 
** The Lord healeth thee.’’ She herself said she was 
healed. She did not realise it at the time, but on 
getting up next morning she found the growth had 
vanished. The whole city has since heard of this 
and given glory to the Lord Jesus. Tale 

Two weeks ago a twelve-year-old Christian girl 


from a local government school, and a member of 


the Chongpa Sunday School, had such pain in her 
arm that she could not raise it up at all... . Before 
the Wednesday prayer meeting she asked the pastor 
to pray for her. After prayer her arm was 
immediately better. She then before the assembled 
church danced and sang praises. This schoolgirl 
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asked prayer ie unbelieving parents that they 
should not hinder her progress in the Christian life. 

Her mother has since become a believer. Please 
join with us in praising God for these His special. 
mercies, and continue to pray for us. 


Day 23. Mienyang, 

The Christians. ef this church have covenanted. 
with God to pray for fifty new Christians this year, 
and we praise God for the beginning of the answer 
to this prayer. Members of the Vestry now meet 
once a fortnight for a fellowship meeting for dis-. 
cussion, witness and prayer; any keen Christians 
who are doing voluntary Church work are also wel-- 
come to take part. In April, a two-weeks’ training 
course was held for men and women engaged in 
or willing to become voluntary lay readers in the 
country churches. Three specialist leaders from the 
Rural Church department of the Nanking Theologi-. 
cal Seminary gave most valuable help to the thirty 
assembled delegates, as well as to local church mem-. 
bers who attended. _ 

The Adversary of Christ and the Church has co. 
busy trying to cause trouble; and the headmaster 
of the school has had to leave in distressing circum- 
stances. Special prayer is asked for him and his 
family; and for the Chinese staff who are loyally 
supporting Rev. Douglas Sargent, who has gone 
from Chengtu as Acting Principal, Bishop Song 
being now the official Principal of the school. 


Day 25. Mienchu. 

- During February, much time was spent in team 
work, preaching in the country. In March, the 
visit of three pastors from Hupeh gave much 
encouragement to the workers. Street chapel 
preaching, evangelistic work in the hospital, family 
worship in the homes of Christians, and ordinary 
evangelistic services in the church are carried on 
regularly each week. The opportunities are un- 
limited. Weekly visits are also paid to the out-. 
stations, when services and classes are held with © 
- the hope of encouraging the Christians. At present 
more than ten persons are being prepared for recep- 
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-tion as catechumen and about the same number 
for baptism. In April, Bishop Song administered 
_ the rite of confirmation to twelve candidates. Prayer 
is asked for the work both in church and hospital 
-at this difficult time of national crisis, that the 
workers may be ready to grasp all the opportunities 
which come to them. 


Day 26. Tehyang. — 

A week’s visit dnslae March of four ‘‘ down- 
‘river ’’ pastors drew a remarkable number of people 
into the church and preaching hall, including some 
-of the local gentry. These, together with some 
of the upper class, came to listen to an address by 
Bishop Song on his last visit to Tehyang. Please 
‘pray that these people may not only be convinced 
-of the Truth, but give themselves fully to the Lord. 


Pastor Keo tells of welcome belo i in shines work | 
-and Christian witness from one or two newly arrived 
Christians from down-river. One of these is con- 
nected with the government experimental centre for 
agricultural improvement. He also reports increas- 
ingly encouraging results from his tours of preach-— 
ing and tract-distribution. 


29. Chongchiang. 


Miss Elder writes :—‘‘Pastor Chang has had two 
--special tea-parties for better-class men. At one of 
these, three pastors from war areas were present. 
Though there was no regular address given, the con- 
_versation was turned into helpful channels of dis- 
_-cussion and the visiting pastors expressed pleasure 
-at the friendly response. One young man comes 
frequently for talks and seems to be earnestly seek- 
ing the truth. Preparing tobacco is a great industry, 
-and we often go and give talks to the women and 
girls as they work: They usually receive us very 
warmly. They work seven days a week, which 
means that a Christian woman is at monetary loss 
_ when she puts down her work to come to church. 
‘There is much need for a deeper spiritual life 
-amongst our church members. At the same time, 
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some of them little know how they help the mis- 
sionary by their brightness and keenness.’’ 


Day 30. Ghengtu. 

Mr, Sargent has been transferred from his work 
with the Middle School and University students to 
fill the gap at the Mienyang School. He is being 
greatly missed, but it is a cause for thankfulness 
that Mr. John ‘Shang i is still there to carry on the 
personal work among the students. 


DAY OF PRAYER AND GIFTS. 


‘The annual Day of Prayer dish Gifts was held on 
Wednesday, May 31st, when a special service of 
Holy Communion was conducted in St. Bride’s 
Church, Fleet Street (by kind permission of the 
Vicar), by the Rev. B. W. Isaac, assisted by the 
Rev. H. A. Maxwell who led special thanksgivings 
and intercessions for the work in the two dioceses of 
Eastern and Western Szechwan. 

A meeting of the General Committee of the 
D.A.W.C., at 1.30 p.m., was followed, at 3 p.m., 
by the Annual Meeting of the Association in the 
Hall of St. Bride’s Institute. Prebendary H. W. 
Hinde, who presided, gave expression to the feeling 
of gratitude that, while so great a part of China 
is subject to grave disturbances and uncertainty, 
missionary work in Western China is still being 
carried on without hindrance. There is, happily, an 
open door, and opportunities greater than ever 
_ before. He stressed the value of the “‘ Bulletin ” as 
an aid to definite, daily prayer for the work and 
workers. 


In the unavoidable absence of the Hon. Treasurer, 
the Organising Secretary presented the. audited 
accounts for the past financial year, and read some 
. notes sent by the Treasurer which pointed out the 
_ serious situation shown by a balance of only 
, £69 2s. 4d. on March 31st, 1939, as against one of 
£151 19s. Od. in hand at the beginning of the year. 
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He said :— | 
“You will thus see that, although our expenditure was. 
reduced by £95 compared. with last year, we were left with a 
balance smaller by £82 than we had last year. I well realise 
that, in these difficult days, it is very hard for everyone to 
keep up their subscriptions, and it is even more difficult to 
obtain new subscribers; but if we cannot obtain greater funds. 
it is going to be extremely difficult to carry on our work.” 
Speaking for Eastern Szechwan, the Rev. John 
Carpenter, of the C.I.M., then gave an interesting 
and comprehensive survey of the work there, and 
pointed out some of the tremendous difficulties and 
temptations which beset members of the Chinese 
Church. Special attention is being directed to the 
evangelisation of non-Christians, and to the work 
among young people in which there has been con- 
siderable encouragement. He referred to the great 
influx of refugees from other parts of China, and to 
the bombing of certain places in the diocese. He 
spoke also of the recent conference of missionaries, 
and of their realisation of a new sense of unity and 
anew vision. 
Mrs. H. G. Anderson, formerly of the C.M.S. in 
Western Szechwan, spoke feelingly of the fear and 
suffering, terror and loss to which the people in 
China had been and were still being subjected. 
Notwithstanding their calamities, the notable thing 
is their spirit of cheerful endurance. There is little 
bitterness in their hearts and no sign of defeatism. 
In Chiang Kai-shek they have as their leader a 
humble and avowed Christian in whom their hearts 
can rest. In the former China, the old Scholar had 
blocked the way to progress; but to-day, leadership 
is being accepted from whatever class the leader 
comes, and the new and difficult situation is being 
faced with decision and fearlessness. Mrs. Anderson 
then called on Mr. C. S. Lo, of the West China 
Union University (now studying in Oxford), who 
was present, to state some of his hopes of ‘‘ What 
_ the Church in China is going to be in the future.’’ 
Although the financial result of the Day of Prayer 
and Gifts was rather less than that of the previous 
year, there is much cause for thanksgiving for the 
sum of over £53 received from generous donors. 
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ORGANISING SECRETARY. 


Friends are asked to note carefully that the 
permanent address of the Organising ore 


Miss Hughes-Hallett, is now 


66° Kienning,”’ 
Woodcote Avenue, 
| Wallington, Surrey, | 
and that all communications should be addressed to 
her there. The telephone number is Wallington 


PERSONALIA. 


The Rev. and Mrs. F. A. Skinner have: been 
appointed to Tahsien, and the ‘Rev. and Mrs, W. 
H. C. Simmonds are returning to ‘Tachu:. These two 
families have arrived at Shanghai, but will probably 
be delayed there through the sickness of the 
children. | 

Drs. C. Maddox and A. J. Broomhall, and the Rev. 


T. Maxwell Orr, the three new workers, were due to 


leave Haiphong by motor car on the. long j journey to 
Chungking about June 5th. The two. doctors go to 
Paoning and Mr. Orr to Tahsien. 

Mr, and Mrs. C. A. Scott have left Paoning for 
Shanghai, where Mr. Scott is to give assistance at 
C.1.M. Headquarters i in the Sec retarial. Department. 

The Rev. E. A. and Mrs. Sadler are. to. go to 


-Paoning. 


Mr. R. Harper is now in charge of the work in 
Wanhsien. 

The Rev. C. w. Ellison is joining the staff ‘at 
Chiihsien. 

Miss 0. Lucas arrived ur England from 
on June 2nd for the remaining six months: of her 
furlough. 

The Rev. T. Benson and Mr. and Mrs. w. 'R. 
Clarke are en route to England for furlough, having 
left. Haiphong on June 13th. 


Home circumstances are preventing Miss. H. C. 
Davis from returning to Western Szechwan. 
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PRAYER 


The monthly D.A.W.C. Prayer Meetings in Lon- 
don are suspended during the summer months, but 
will be resumed (D.V.) in October next. They will 
be held on the first Tuesday (not the third Tuesday © 
as last year) in each month from 3 to 4 p.m. at the 
offices (by kind permission) of the Church Associa- 
tion, 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2 (close 
to the Embankment Gardens and Charing Cross 
Underground station). The dates of the meetings 
will be October 3rd, November 7th and December 
January 2nd, February 6th and March 

th, 1940. | 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... Ist Tuesday, afternoon. | 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon _... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon _.... Ist. Friday, 8.15 p.m. 

St. Michael’s, Braintree ... lst Saturday, evening. 

Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 

St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 


| Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Thorsden, Guildford Road, 


Woking ... dc ... ord Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 

Christ Church, Beckenham... 4th Friday. 
St. Jaines’, Dover ... _ ... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
St. Mark’s, Preston ... ... Luesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Runham, Gt. Yarmouth —_... Wednesdays, 9.45 a.m. 
Mantby, Gt. Yarmouth ... Thursdays, 9.45 a.m. 
Ferndown, Dorset ... Wednesdays 

Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 
St. John’s. Ealing ... * ... Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 
Christ Church, Blackpool ... Fridays, 7 p.m. | 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket _... Friday, evening. 
Union Hall, Dover ... _... Saturdays, evening. 
St. Andrew’s, Cullompton... 1st Saturday evening. 
Reigate Parish Church _... 4th Saturday. 


Christ Church, Barnet 

St. Cuthbert’s, Preston 

St. Luke’s, Chadderton 

_ Holy Trinity, Margate 
Stanstead, Suffolk ... 

St. Peter’s, Thetford, Norfolk — 

St. Mary’s, Watford.. ine 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN: 


Day. 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 
ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 


-KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 


PACHU NG (PACHOW), N ANCHIAN G, 


TU N GKI ANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YEN TING. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 
YOCH’TH. 


-KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 


CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ ANG. 
TACHU. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 
WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 


KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 
WANHSIEN. _ SHIH 


FEN GKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYAN G, 
YUIN-AN-CH’AN G. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN: 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 


PSB 


MOWCHOW. 

P’ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 

MIENYANG (MIEN CHOW). 
ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 


_ SINTU. 


CHONGKIANG. 


CHENGTU. 


UNOCCUPIED. PLACES. 


| 

: 

3. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9, 

10. 

12. 

14, 

15. 
16. 

17. | 
18. 
19. | 

| 
— 
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SPECIAL SUBJBCTS FOR — 
AND 


LET US THANK: GOD: : 


For His blessing on the Eastern “Szechwan Missionaries’ Con- 
ference; and on the meetings of. the. Western Szechwan Synod. 


f 


For Mr. An’s ordination ; and for all who have recently been 
baptised and confirmed. | 


For His blessing on the. Yingshan Bible School on onher | 
Bible Schoo:s and_ special gatherings in. various places. 


For signs of: revival in Tienkiang; and the news of His. special 
working in Chongpa. For the help given in many places by 
refugee Christians from down-river. 


For the restoration to health. of the new B.C.M.S. workers who 
were ill, and for their progress in language study. 


For the happy gatherings of D.A.W.C. friends on the Day of 
Prayer and Gifts, and for the financial result of the Day. For all 
the funds with which the Association has —* entrusted for His 
work during the past year. 


LET US PRAY: 


For, the ‘astern Leaders’ for July. 
For’ the’ “ follow-up ” of the various Bible Schools and Camps 
which have been or are about to be held. For the re-opening of 
the Paoning Bible School for testing and training workers. 


For Pastor Ts’ai-fuh-ts’u in his itinerating work, that his message 
may be richly blessed to the conversion of many. For all new 
converts and inquirers. 


For the work otf the Mienyang Boys’ aad Girls’ School which — 
_ has recently had such a serious setback; and for the Rev. Wu | 
Shuen-hsi, now working in the Y.M.C.A. in Yunnan Province. 


For revival in Tehyang and in Chongkiang. For the work ames 
the prisoners in Kwangan; and for Yochih. 7 ss 


For guidance about the future of the Diocesan ao Fame for 
God’s gracious provision of all the needed funds for the work in 
the two dioceses which it seeks to help, and that His people may be 
ii to give willingly of their _ Satanes to the Lord._ 
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PRAYER ROR WESTERN CHINA. 


ALMicuty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
thank Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto 

_ Thyself by the precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the 
gift of Thy sanctifying Spirit. May we show our love to 
Thee by loving the souls for whom Christ died, and by 
seeking to make known His glorious saly2tion throughout 
the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy 
flock in Western China, and all who are associated with 
them in their work for Thee. May Thy presence be with 
our missionary brethren and sisters who are seeking to 
bring the knowledge of Thee to those who know Thee not. 
May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their work and 
bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray 
‘also for those who know Thee not that they may be drawn 
by the cords of Thy Fatherly love to faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and pray 
together for the return of our King to establish His Ever- 
Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and 
strengthen all who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 
or any other anxiety; cheer and encourage all who are in 
special need of Thy help; and bring both them and us to 
Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


The Bulletin is issued four times a year. and is sent 
free of charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the 
funds of the Diocesan Association. Others who wish: 
for the Magazine can obtain it from the Organising 
Secretary on payment of 2/- per annum (to include 
postage). Residents in Canada, Australia or New | 
Zealand, however. should apply to the respective Sec- 
retaries in those countries, whose names appear inside 
the front cover of the Magazine. 
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N.B. P’ingwu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.I.M. 
Church Army representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan, 
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